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To the Knizhts, Gentle 


———— 


————— 4 
— 


emen, Freeholders 
and Commons of England, 


EDW ARD STEPHENS wiſheth 
Prudence, ety, Peace and Huppineſs. 


Gentlem-n and Fellow-Commeners, 


\ Ear you fee here Oper was ſent Scaled to divers Mem- 
V bers, your Truſtees and Repreientatives in Parlia- 
. | ment, being then printed, not to be publiſh'd, but 
only a {mall number to be prejented.to them. But ſince they have pu- 

bubliſh d thetr * Yorcs concerning it ; tis fit and but juſt you ſhould 
Tee what it is they have fo Cenfur'd, I have many years endea- 

vourcd to ſerve you to the beſt of my Ability, without ſeekin 

Preferment or Reward from Men,or accepting of what hath been s 
ferd. What 1 tave written lately for the Service of our Great Maſter 
and your Selves, hath been 1] required by the Prudential * Latituding- , + 
,7ian Biſhops with Falte Reports and Calumnies, no leſs than of 1ad- impoſed "ale 
* weſs and Popery, like the Falſe Prophets of old, and the [ncendiarics of (11124 very pro- 

the late Civil Wars : And what I have offer'd co the Houſe for the p-r!y. 

ſame purpoſe, bath formerly, and now again, hath been fo treated 

as is very inconſiſtent either with their Duty or our Right. For 

theſe things 7 a;eal to the Righteous Judgment of Almighty God, 

to your own Conſciences, and to the next Parliamant:; and to a 
Convention of the Clergy, as to what concerns the Biſhops and the 

falſe Charge of Popery. Theſe Gentlemen, who ſet up themſelves 

for our Maſters, reccive all their Authority from Us, and under 

our Hands and Seals ; and if we do not let them know they are 

our our Servants, and accountable to Us for their Behaviour, We 

our ſelves are juſtly anſwerable for their Misbehaviour before 

God arid Mar. And if we do not appear as well for the Ronour 

of the King, when there 1s occaſion, as for the Rights of the 

Subject, we do not. diſcharge our Duty to our Country, perform 

our Oath to the Ring, or are Worthy of the Benefit of {o Noble 

a Government. I hope you will look better to your EleCftion the 

next time, and ſend up ſuch Perſons as have more ſenſe of Re- 
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ligion and their Duty to God, of the true Ergliſh Government, x: 
and the Honour of the King, of your Rignts and the Truſt re- 
poſed in them, and kit to enquire into the Miſcarriages of theſe.. 


To Sir Richard Cocks, © 4 


Sir Richard, 


S tam a Commoier of Fnoland, it is, as I told you be- 
fore, my Right and my Duty to iake notice, and com- 
plain to the Horſe of Commons, . of ail, or any ſuch mar- 

ters of p{1»lick Concern as arc proper for the Inquiry or 

Conſideration of that Houſe. And as Lam a Chriitian,. I am much 

more obligcd to uſe that Right, and diſcharge that Duty, when they 

are ſnch as do aifront, or do Contempt to the Chriſtian Religion, 

which 1; the Religion of. the Nation, and ſo Efſential a part of this 

Conſtitution, that it is one of the Fundamental F:1inciples of our 

Laws, that what-ever Laws are enacted in any thing contrary to 

this Religion, they are ſo far void and null. Th:s 1; the common 

Rivht and Duty of every Commoner of England. But beſides all 
this, I have been for ſome Years, by the ſpecial Providence of Al- 

mighty God, engaged in his more immediate Service, and without 
limitation to any ſpecial Charge; fo that where-ever I have oppor- 

tunity for his Service, I am obliged faithtully to diſcharge it. And 

beſides al} this, I am obliged by Oath to be faithful to the preſent. 
King, which 1 intend, by the Grace of: God, faithfuily to perform, 

tho' for ſpecial, and, Ithink, good Reaſons, I refuſe to take it again. 
Theſe are great Obligations, and ſuch as I cannot diſcharge without 

taking notice and complaining of what. I obſerve greatly amiſs in 

Both Houſes of Parliament, And I ſhall do it-firſt to you, as my pro- 
per Repreſentative; and by you deſire it, may be repreſented to 
the Houſe, as you will anſwer it to your Country, for which you 
ſerve. 

In your Houſe I obſerve ſuch abominable Implety, and Contempt, 
of Religion, as greater hath rarely been known: I have heard it 
complained of. by Members of the Houſe, that a Man can hardly 
mention any thing of God or Religion there, but he ſhall be in. 
danger to be ridicul'd or laught at. And when I have asked, why 
no body moved the Houſe that ſome of them might. be called to. 
the Bar, and made Examples, the common Anſwer hath been, 7t 

> would be to ng purpoſe, Which is the Shame of the whole Houſe, 

and-notorious Evidence of their Impudence and Ignorance of what 
becomes ſuch Aſſemblies, in one part of them; and of ſuch Baſe- 
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neſs, as makes them-unworthy of the Name of Chriſtians in the reſt : 
as if the generous Diſcharge of ſo great and noble a Duty, was 
not of it ſelf a thing to great purpoſe z as if the Fearful, or ſuch as 
are aſhamed of Chrilt, or his Words, are not to have their part 
with Infidels and Unbelievers;. that #,. with ſuch as the. reſt of 
their Fellow-Members of whora they complain; as if their Baſe- 
neſs might not reaſonably be impnted py the others to Infidelity. 
and Disbelief.of the Religion, which they profeſs, to the Scandal of: 
Religion, and: Hardening thaſe poor Creatures in their Impiety. 
It is no wonder if the whole Nation abound in Infidelity. and all 
kind of Wickednefs, when there is no more Religion in thoſe who. 
ſhould correct It among the Commons, and the * Latitudinarian ti- of their Pro- . 
ſhops among the Lords. And now I appeal to the Conſciences of dentials, 7 have 
all, who have any Senſe of Religion, and to the dreadful Tribunal #912 ſince ng« 
of Almighty God, whether theſe things be not true, and whether '** Fay Mon 
there be not more danger to the Nation from ſach a Hoſe of Com- nes ya = 
2n615, and ſuch Biſhops, than from Popery, and fiom all the Pricſts and fieions on 
Feſuites in the Nation, 1t they were as many more as they are. the Aﬀtion at- 

And where there is no more Fear of God, it is no wonder if. there 4+ P- 29, 30, 
be not that Honour acd Reſpect for the King,” that there ought to be: 31474 20ther 
Freedom of Debates in Parliament is undoubtedly the Right of the Narrative 4... 
Subjc&t : But if under pretence of Freedom of Debates any Members /ides others 
ſhall do ats of Inſolence and Diſreſpect to the King, that is no part e/cwhere. 
of their Right, but a Violation of Duty to the King, and tending to 
the Diſſolution of the Government, and ought to be correfted. 

That your late Yores, grounded upon a falſe and. fooliih Letter 
toa Memner of Farliamernt, was ſuch, 1s believed by many, to get 
an advantage againſt the King; and to prevent that, 'tis likely 
many did comply in their Votes, who did not ſee any other reaſon 
for it; and the Choice of the Chairman for that Committee, a Per- 
fon, who was turn'd out of her Service by the late good Queen, 
hath declared openly in your Lobby to- my ſelf, that he thought 
Vice ought. to be encouraged, and is reported to have expreſſed no 
little d:ſreſſ:ect to the King in your Houſe before now, is a .con- 
ſiderable Aggravation of the Indignity. How ſuch things can be 
conliſtent either with Conſcience and Religion, Civil Duty to our - 
Country, and one of the beit Governments in the World, or their 
Oaths ot Fidelity to the King, 1 do not underſtand: Nor ſo much: 
as with common Prudence for themſelves, and their own Rights. , 
The King hath ſkewed himſelf a Prince of great Courage, and of as. 
great Prudence and Conduct. Almighty God has by lum, as his 
Inſtrument, in Confederacy with divers of- the chict Catholick: 
Princes, vouchſafed us a happy Peace, it we have the Diſcretion to - 
uſe it as we ought, and as becomes Perſons ſenlible of his _— | 

and: 


OF 
-and of the Reſpett they ought to have for his Inſtruments in ic. But 
I doubt theſe Politicians do but egregloully befool themſclves with 
2 vain Conceit add Preſumption of haying the Purſe of the Nation. 
For certainly the King hath as little need of them, is They have of 


him: And by ſuch Politicks they co Hol provoke the inſt Indiona- 

tion, not only of a-wiſe Prince, but. of all honeſt and fairkfu] Jb- 

Jelts ; and molt of all, of thoſe Contederares, who,it this King [ould 

Cie, as he muſt one day, may by tne juit Judgment_of God, enter 

into aContederacy of themſelves to correct their Irgratitude and 

Folly: Nay, ſhould the King bit amolve tits Parliament, and in 

a Declaration ſet out ſuch Reaſons as he may for that, and for 

Calling of another, their little Politicks with themſelves might pro- 

* * There are £ably be ſoon inthe dirt. The Pretence of the * Growth of Popery hath 
ther more pro- becn made ule of to ſo ill purpoſe heretofore ; hg rh ſo little ground 
per, natural, qt this time, more than what proceeds frem the Negligence of the 
Pd aeraget _ Clergy in afliſting condemned Pericns, and viſiting the Sick, and 
move all Fear of n& Obſtinacy and Unconcernedneſs of a Party of Prudential La- 
Popery, than titudinarian Biſhops, for what -does more properly belong to their 
ſuch FViotence Charge, and particularly for mending their Cauſe, and making that 
0 rorng LY ſound, which is indefenſible at preſent; and ls 1aiſed, 1 believe, fo 
fn AY unſeaſonavly to ſerve ard ſupport a lame and toitering Cauſe, 
ſomething, Chat tis like to prove-the Shame and Confuſion both of it, and 
_ of thoſe who make uſe of ſuch indireCt Means for that purpoſe. Let 

me but know who were the Compoſers of that Letter, and had 

the Impudence and Folly -to call me (as it-i3 commonly un- 

derſtood) Madman Convert, ( two Lycs at once) and I do not 

doubt but to give you ſuch Account of the whole Matter, as will 

{ufficiently ſatifie both the Houſe and all honeſt and wiſe Men in the 

Nation. What | have more to ſay, I ſhall reſerve till I fee what 

Ufe is made of this. I hope the Houſe will conſider what is to be 

done, both to expiate that provoking Wickedneſs againſt God, and 

to Corref, as they deſerve, all Indignities done to the King : and 

you ſhall always find me ready, in what belongs to me, to ſerve 


: Both, and my Country, in the beſt manner1 can. 


BD 


Tour humble Servant, 


Edward Stephens. 


